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The meeting was called to order by Board President Kathy Kolupanowich at 7:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE  

Ms. Michele Arminio  

Mr. Marvin Braverman (present until 10:37 p.m.) 

Mr. Ken Chiarella  

Ms. Jill DeMaio 

Ms. Kathy Kolupanowich 

Ms. Patricia Lang 

Ms. Dawn Quarino 

Mr. Steve Riback 

Mr. Frank Russo 

 

JAMESBURG BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE  

Mr. Paul Rutsky 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

Dr. Michael G. Kozak, Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Dori Alvich, Assistant Superintendent of Schools 

Mr. Michael C. Gorski, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

STUDENT BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT 

Ms. Sreeja Mamillapalli 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 327 

 

After the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call, the Board Secretary read the following statement: 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, the Monroe 

Township Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the 

date, time and place thereof posted January 19, 2018: 

 

1. At all schools, 

2. Home News Tribune, 

3. Cranbury Press, and 

4. Filed with the Clerk of the municipality. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Mr. Rutsky to approve the minutes for the 
Public Board of Education Meeting held on December 13, 2017. Motion carried with Mr. Rutsky 
recusing on the first have of the meeting, Mr. Russo recusing and Mr. Braverman and Ms. 
Arminio and Ms. Quarino abstaining.   
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A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Mr. Rutsky to approve the minutes for the 

Closed Session Meeting held on December 13, 2017. Motion carried with Ms. Arminio, Mr. 

Braverman, Mr. Chiarella and Ms. Quarino abstaining and Mr. Russo recusing.   

 
U.S. ARMY ALL-AMERICAN MARCHING BAND RECOGNITION 
 
Board President Kolupanowich and Dr. Kozak presented a certificate to MTHS student Graham 
Kozak and presented a short video of his performance during half time at the US ARMY All-
American Bowl. Dr. Kozak reported that Graham was one of the 125 high school marching band 
members selected to perform. Dr. Kozak added that the band members were selected because they 
excel musically, they are mentally & physical agile, they understand the importance of teamwork, 
and are able to adapt to challenging situations similar to US Army soldiers.     
                              
RECOGNITION OF THE MTHS BOYS SOCCER TEAM  
 
Mr. Gregor Beyer, Director of Athletics, reported that he recently received news that the Monroe 
Township Athletic Program was ranked in the top 50 in the State, 18th overall out of 400 schools, 
#1 in Middlesex County, and #257 in the Nation. Mr. Beyer added that the boys soccer team had 
a lot to do with that as they won their 17th Division Title this year, their 6th GMC Championship, 
and MTHS student Matt Hoyt earned the all- time assist leader in school history. Mr. Beyer 
thanked Coach Steve Mackenzie and his staff on an outstanding season. 
 

Mr. Beyer, Board President Kolupanowich, and Dr. Kozak presented certificates to the following 

MTHS Varsity Soccer Players that were in attendance:  

 

Brandon Amplo Christian Bernal Declan Cioffi 

Liam Craver  Brandon Deal  Jonah Dias  

Andrian Dilascio Joseph Fiordaliso Christopher Grazetzig 

Akshat Gupta  Devin Genther  Tommy Haimer 

George Halivopoulos Logan Hoyt  Matthew Hoyt 

Robert Hunter  Michael Mancinelli Alessio Maioriello 

George Olynk  Victor Park  Aditya Palekar 

Matthew Pascal John Richichi  Nicolas Rios 

Brendan Ryan  Kevin Senkus  Daniel Tanzi 

Michael Tufano Nicholas Turick David Zaorski        

 

STUDENT PRESENTATION – MONROE TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Ms. Cathy Ielpi, MTHS Guidance Counselor, and Mr. Patrick Comey, MTHS Teacher, gave a 

brief explanation of Challenge Day. Ms. Ielpi read the following quote to provide a better 

understanding of what Challenge Day is: “Imagine a school where everyone feels safe, loved and 

celebrated. Imagine enemies finding common ground and making peace; friends healing past hurts 



Minutes of the Public Meeting of the Monroe Township Board of Education held on January 24, 2018 at 

the Monroe Township High School                                                                                                    259 

 

3 
 

and making amends; people igniting their passion for service and leadership; adults and youth 

working together to create a school where everyone is included and thrives. This is Challenge 

Day.” Several students offered their experiences with the program and how it has affected them.  

Ms. Ielpi thanked the Board for their continued support of this valuable program.      

                             

STUDENT BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORT 

Ms. Mamillapalli reported that the MTHS Drama Club held their annual Murder Mystery Dinner 

last week; several students recently attended the DECA Regional Conference, some will be 

advancing to States in Atlantic City. Ms. Mamillapalli added that fifty DECA students were finalist 

at the conference. Lastly, Ms. Mamillapalli reported that the MTHS Model UN Conference was 

held a few weeks ago. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Ms. Jill DeMaio, Chairperson of the Curriculum Committee, stated that the committee met earlier 
this evening. The committee received an update on the MAP assessments and how they are being 
used. The committee reviewed the First Tee Program, a non-profit organization that donates golf 
supplies, curriculum lessons, and training for PE teachers to introduce golf to young students. 
Barclay Brook, Brookside and Woodland were given equipment and training in 2012. This year, 
the company has offered equipment and training to Oak Tree School.  
 

Dr. Alvich gave an update on the homework committee meeting held on January 17. Thirty-six 

teachers, guidance counselors, learning consultants, and administrators met and reviewed the 

current homework policy and regulation and discuss our practices. There were representatives 

from all schools, except Barclay, and all grade levels and content areas. The committee broke up 

into smaller group to create a parent/student survey, a staff survey, identify research to guide our 

policy and practices, and review our current policy. The committee hopes to have the new policy 

approved by the end of the school year.  

 

Mr. Ken Chiarella, Chairperson of the Building, Grounds and Transportation Committee, stated 

that the committee met on January 16th and reviewed a copy of the current Integrated Pest 

Management Plan and the committee supported the plan.  

 

The committee was provided a copy of the Written IAQ Program that complies with the PEOSH 

Indoor Air Quality Standard; the committee accepted the program as provided.  

 

Mr. Chiarella further reported that the lead in water reimbursement was closed out and the 

district will receive $14,397.30 for testing performed.   

 

Lastly, the committee discussed the Barclay Brook School Roofing & Paving Projects Close-

Out. The committee recommended that the project remain open to allow for caulking of the 

masonry control joints, and to do some follow up work.  

 

Mr. Paul Rutsky, Chairperson of the Finance Committee, reported that the committee considered 

a proposal to replace the boiler and HVAC replacements at Brookside Elementary School.  Mr. 

Rutsky stated that although there is no budgeted amount for the project, $80,800.00 could be 
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transferred from the funds left over from the Barclay Brook Roofing project to get the project 

started. The remaining $810,000.00 costs would be included in the 18/19 Budget. The committee 

agreed and recommended the action 

The committee was updated on an audit, which is in process from the USDA Mid-Atlantic 

Regional Office, Division of Food and Nutrition of Food Service Management Company (Metz 

Culinary Management) Operating Statements and supporting documentation for SY 2016-2017.  

Mr. Gorski indicated that Laura Allen and he provided the auditors with everything requested with 

only certain rebate documents outstanding, which is the responsibility of Metz to provide and 

conclude the audit.  

Mr. Gorski informed the committee of the Budget status including the very successful County 

Budget Efficiency Review. The County Executive Superintendent of Schools and the County 

Executive School Business Administrator offered to Monroe many accolades for financial best 

practices in the area of controlling costs, handling growth and the design of a new proprietary 

program (Falcon Care/ECE), earning about 1.1 million on its first two years of operations. Mr. 

Rutsky added that some of those profits will be used to pay for the incoming trailers. 

Lastly, Mr. Rutsky reported that this was the first time under the 2016/2017 agreement, where 

Jamesburg budgeted and overpaid tuition as compared to the actual charge calculated in the form 

A41/A42. Mr. Rutsky stated that Jamesburg hopes to increase the tuition billed and paid in the 

future above the requirements in the agreement and possibly write a check to Monroe from their 

surplus, adding that these actions are subject to further disclosure from the Jamesburg Board of 

Education.  

PUBLIC FORUM  

 

Betty Saborido 2 Barrymore Drive - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a 

contract and requested that the Board settle the contract before the district loses quality teachers.  

 

Chrissy Skurbe 21 Preakness Drive - expressed her concerns regarding the upcoming referendum; 

the timeline of the land transfer; and rumors regarding parents being against the referendum. Ms. 

Skurbe also spoke in support of the teachers working without a contract. 

 

Prakash Parab 33 Dayna Drive, member of Monroe Indians for Civic Action - suggested that the 

Board provide Dr. Kozak with an extension of his conttract. Mr. Prakash spoke in support of the 

teachers who are working without a contract and requested a statement from the Board that they will 

address the high school addition after the referendum for the middle school passes.  

 

H.T. MTHS Student - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a contract; shared 

experiences that she has had with many teachers; and a petition that she collected. 

 

L.H. MTHS Student - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a contract. 

 

K.S. MTHS Student - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a contract and 

many experiences that she has had with several teachers. 
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F.K. MTHS Student - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a contract. 

 

J.F. MTHS Student - spoke of her experience with Challenge Day and in support of the teachers 

who are working without a contract. 

 

Suresh Kumar 17 Carly Court - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a 

contract and asked the Board to consider the cost of health benefits for them. Mr. Kumar asked Dr. 

Kozak to re-consider his resignation.   

 

M.G.  MTHS student - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a contract and 

many experiences that she has had with several teachers. 

 

Raghunath Chitturi 23 Green Ash Street - spoke in support of the teachers who are working 

without a contract and inquired about the time limit for negotiations and pending arbitration.  Ms. 

Kolupaonowich responded that there is meeting scheduled for February 15, 2018.    

  

Krishna Tekale 11 Jake Place - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a 

contract. Mr. Tekale stated that the Board shouldn’t spend money looking for a replacment for Dr. 

Kozak while trying to address the problem of the increased student enrollment. Mr. Tekale further 

stated that the schools rankings have gone down due to teachers leaving.  

 

Mari Celeste Massaro MTMS Teacher - a twenty-five year veteran teacher spoke in support of 

the district’s teachers. Ms. Massaro provided many examples of teachers responsibilities and how 

they go beyond the classroom. Ms. Massaro added that many teachers are bringing home less pay 

due to the increased costs of health benefits and most are working additional jobs.  

 

Sarah Aziz 3 Launcelot Lane - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a 

contract. Ms. Aziz stated that many teachers who after receiving an increase are actually bringing 

home less due to a disportionally high percentage of benefit costs.   

 

Denise Quinn Mill Lake Teacher - stated that as a veteran teacher, she is at the top of the guide 

and not seeing an annual increase as the cost of health benefits is actually decreasing her take 

home pay.  Ms. Quinn also read a letter from a former student supporting the value of teachers 

and the effects that they have on students, which go beyond the classroom. 

 

Ram Ranganath 6 Owens Drive - spoke in support of the teacher’s contract and Dr. Kozak’s 

renewal. Mr. Ranganath inquired what the game plan for the high school expansion was and 

requested that the public be updated at the next meeting. Ms. Kolupanowich responded that she 

will be making a statement regarding the referendum later this evening. 

 

Corrine Masters 9 Makayla Court - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a 

contract and thanked the teachers that her children have had. 

 

C.P. MTHS student - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a contract and 

some of the experiences that he has had with several teachers/mentors. 
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R.B. MTHS student - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a contract and the 

value of education.  

 

Asif Rajababali 1 Walker Court - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a 

contract and requested that the Board raise the salaries for the teachers. Mr. Rajababali also spoke in 

support of Dr. Kozak’s renewal. Lastly, Mr. Rajababali requested that the once the referendum is 

passed that another referndum will be announce for the high school and elemnentary school within 

the next six months.  

 

Vic Cooper 525 Abbott Court – inquired if Dr. Kozak would reconsider his resignation and if the 

Board would rescind it.   

 

M.S. MTHS Student - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a contract. 

 

Donald Isaacson 39 Lakehurst Way – regarding state aid, Mr. Isaacson inquired why Monroe is 

not listed as a district participating in legal action against the State. Mr. Gorski and Dr. Kozak 

explained why Monroe does not meet the criteria for the lawsuit.  

  

L.G. MTHS Student - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a contract.  

 

Ira Nelson 87 Crescent Way - inquired about the status of receiving the land for the referendum 

and should it not pass, what plan B was. Ms. Kolupanowich responded that after public forum 

closes she will be reading a letter relating to the land transfer. 

 

V.D. MTHS Student - spoke in support of the teachers who are working without a contract.  

 

Ms. Kolupanowich read two letters that she received from the township attorney regarding the land 

for the referendum dated December 21, 2017 and December 29, 2017. Ms. Kolupanowich 

presented the following: 

 

The Township owns the land; the purchase price is still being negotiated per both parties; 

$2,380,000.00 has been deposited into the Superior Court Trust Fund; the Township will turn the 

land over to the Board of Education through resolution; engineer field work on the property is 

being conducted by the Board and we will accept the land through resolution.  

 

Regarding the question why the high school addition is not included in the referendum, Ms. 

Kolupanowich reported the following: 

 

The Student Growth Advisory Committee met for six months and came up with the following 

recommendations: build a new elementary school, build a new middle school, and add an addition 

on to the high school. Once receiving the recommendation, the Board had three choices, which 

were: go with the entire recommendation; change the recommendation; or do nothing and stay 

status quo.  
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After discussions with Administration, Steering Committee, Buildings, Grounds & Transportation 

Committee, and the Finance Committee, it was recommended to go with building the middle 

school only. Some of those reasons were: 

The growth of the student population is having a major impact at the middle school, 

Core facilities can no longer accommodate the students without difficulty, 

Hallways are crowded and getting to class on time is getting harder, 

Locker rooms have been converted into classrooms, 

Class sizes are rising and,  

There will be ten portable classrooms trailers at the middle school next year at a cost of 1.5 million 

dollars.    

 

Ms. Kolupanowich added that statics have shown that referendums over $80 million generally fail 

and there is an urgent need to build something now. 

 

Ms. Kolupanowich stated that when the referendum passes on March 13th the Board and 

Administration will right away work through the Steering and Board Committees to start the 

process of a High School/Elementary School Referendum.  

 

Next, Ms. Kolupanowich spoke about negotiations with the Monroe Township Education 

Association MTEA.  Ms. Kolupanowich stated that the negotiation committees’ of the Board of 

Education and the MTEA have met on fifteen separate occasions to negotiate a successor collective 

negotiations agreement. After the October 30, 2017, meeting the Association advised the Board 

that it was declaring impasse and petitioned the New Jersey Public Employment Relations 

Commission to appoint a mediator to work with both parties. The Board informed the Association 

that the Board was committed to continuing negotiations with the Association and the parties met 

again on November 13, 2017 in an attempt to arrive at a settlement. Thereafter, a mediator was 

assigned and the Board and the Association are now scheduled to have their first mediation session 

on February 15, 2018.  

 

Ms. Kolupanowich added that the Board of Education is committed to settling the MTEA contract 

in a fair and equitable manner. The Board values the hard work and dedication of all the staff 

members in the District and has been committed from the inception of these negotiations to 

reaching a fair settlement as quickly as possible. The Board is tasked with arriving at a settlement 

for MTEA members, which provides these staff members with fair compensation while also giving 

due regard to the financial strains our taxpayers are experiencing in these challenging economic 

times.  

 

Ms. Kolupanowich indicated that she is confident that the parties will be successful in achieving 

the goal of negotiating a successor collective negotiations agreement that is in the best interests of 

our staff members, our students and the taxpayers of Monroe Township.  

 

Ms. Kolupanowich stated that it is important to note that while the Board and the Association work 

toward a new agreement, the previous contract remains in place. During this time, all members of 

the MTEA continue to receive their full salaries and benefits without interruption.  
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A motion was made by Mr. Rutsky and seconded by Ms. Lang that the members of the Board of 

Education take a five-minute recess. Motion carried. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 

Dr. Kozak presented a Mid-Year Report on District Goals. The presentation included the progress 

of each of the elements of the All Students Achieving Plan which are; Improving Student 

Achievement; Improve School Facilities; Increase Community Involvement; and Improving 

Managing and Operations. Dr. Kozak also provided current Niche rankings. The presentation has 

been posted on the district website and a copy of the report is attached to the official minutes.   

 
PERSONNEL 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Braverman and seconded by Mr. Chiarella that Personnel Items A- 
AA be approved by consent roll call. Roll Call 10-0-0-0-0. Motion carried with Mr. Russo recusing 
on Item E/ retirement resignation. The vote included the Jamesburg Representative where 
appropriate. A copy of the Personnel section of the Superintendent’s Report is attached to the 
official set of minutes.  
 

BOARD ACTION 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Braverman and seconded by Ms. Lang that Board Action Items A-R 
be approved by consent roll call. Roll Call 10-0-0-0-0.  Motion carried. The vote included the 
Jamesburg Representative where appropriate. A copy of the Board Action section of the 
Superintendent’s Report is attached to the official set of minutes.  
 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Braverman and seconded by Mr. Riback that Board Action Items A- 
P be approved by consent roll call. Roll Call 10-0-0-0-0.  Motion carried with Mr. Chiarella and 
Mr. Russo voting no on Item L/Resolution for March 13, 2018 Special Election. The vote included 
the Jamesburg Representative where appropriate.  A copy of the Board Action section of the 
Business Administrator’s Report is attached to the official set of minutes.  
 
BOARD PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
 
Ms. Kolupanowich reported that the school photographer will be taking a group photo of the 
Board prior to the meeting next month. Ms. Kolupanowich requested that members arrive by 
6:45 p.m.  
 

Next, Ms. Kolupanowich reported that she has requested a meeting with Governor Murphy, 

Senator Greenstein, Commissioner Repollet, Assemblyman Benson and Assemblyman DeAngelo 

to discuss Monroe’s State Aid, the lack of and how it is effecting residents. Ms. Kolupanowich 

added that the meeting has been tentatively set for February 6th, Senator Greenstein has already 

agreed to the meeting. Ms. Arminio suggested that during the meeting they inquire about the 

possibility of legislative support for imposing impact fees on developers. Mr. Riback suggested 

they inquire about support for the possibility of the State giving tax credits to residents that schools 

are being built in.  
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Lastly, Ms. Kolupanowich stated that the Board will need to discuss how they are going to handle 

the superintendent search. Due to the length of the meeting this evening, Ms. Kolupanowich 

inquired if the Board would like to hold off until next month.  Ms. Kolupanowich added that the 

superintendent search will be a fair and through search and no candidates have already been pre-

selected.  Ms. Arminio agreed that the Board should postpone the discussion until another meeting 

and suggested that the Board include another option, that being a discussion on rescinding Dr. 

Kozak’s resignation. The discussion concluded with a decision that the non-conflicted members 

will discuss the matter in closed session next month.  

 

Mr. Russo inquired how the District was going to handle the impact on the schools if Governor 

Murphy legalizes marijuana. Ms. Kolupanowich responded that if that should happen the Board’s 

Policy Committee will have to make a policy regarding such and any other laws that he passes. 

Ms. Arminio suggested that the Board consider sending a resolution to the State stating their 

position on it.  Ms. Kolupanowich requested that Ms. Arminio, Chairperson of the Policy 

Committee, add the item to a future agenda.   

  

OTHER BOARD OF EDUCATION BUSINESS  

 

Mr. Ken Chiarella, Chairperson of the Ad Hoc for Fair Funding Committee, reported that  

the Fair Funding Sub-Committee designated three members to work directly with the three NJ 

Legislators of the 14th District to insure that all appropriate actions are taken to move toward 

fairer State funding for the District. The three members consisting of Prakash Parab, Andy Paluri 

and Henry Sloan had their first meeting on December 19, 2017 with Senator Linda Greenstein, 

Assemblymen Dan Benson and Assemblymen Wayne DeAngelo. The following items were 

reviewed and/or discussed: 

 

In 2008, New Jersey Legislature enacted the School Funding Reform Act (SFRA), a weighted 

student formula for financing Pre K - 12 education. Since the initial year of implementation in 

2009, the formula has not been properly funded. As a result, districts across the state are not 

receiving the state aid to which they are entitled. 

 

Although Governor Phil Murphy has stated that full funding of the formula was one of his 

priorities, it was the general opinion that in light of the many budgetary issues in New Jersey, full 

funding would not happen for a few years. In the meantime, it was agreed amongst those in 

attendance that in the case of Monroe there should be efforts made to try to secure additional 

funding from the State. 

  

The committee felt that the following should be reviewed/considered: 

 

 Property tax relief for seniors via senior freeze. 

 

 Equalization aid, being a high hanging fruit and difficult to secure.  The committee 

could look at low hanging fruits like special education, transportation, property tax 

relief as ways to decrease taxes. 
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 Phase out hold harmless and adjustment aid, removing the growth cap, which would 

provide additional aid to Monroe schools.  Our Senator and Assemblymen may 

support this plan. 

 

 Transportation costs, due to the nature of Monroe, it is necessary to provide 100% 

busing to Monroe students, yet Monroe is not being fairly compensated for those 

costs. 

 

 Special Education is an area where the district is not fairly compensated for our 

expenditures.  Monroe received around $2.3 million for special education for the last 

eight years, although our budget for special education is around $30 million. 

  

It was noted that until Governor Murphy submits the draft Budget in early February it will be 

difficult to know what will be proposed for school funding. In the meantime, our legislators stated 

that they will lobby the new administration on the past funding inadequacies for Monroe in 

anticipation that we will begin to receive funding at adequate levels. 

  

Also discussed was why Old Bridge receives more school State Aid than Monroe. Some reasons 

that were noted were: 

 

 25% of Old Bridge students qualified for free lunch vs. only 7.3% in Monroe; 

 Property values are 56% greater in Monroe vs. Old Bridge; 

 Income is 17% higher in Monroe compared to Old Bridge; 

 Enrollment in Old Bridge is 8,900 vs. 6,400 in Monroe; 

 Monroe’s costs are $1.3 million per student vs. Old Bridge $840,000 per student; 

 State Aid growth limit hurts Monroe and; 

 Old Bridge did not see their funding down after 2008. 

 

It is the committee’s belief that if the formula was fully implemented Monroe could get an 

additional $5.5 million without cap and $1.5 million with cap.  

 

The committee briefly addressed the State funding for the Freehold school referendum. There 

seems to be much confusion and our legislators agreed that there is a need for a memorandum 

outlining the facts in the matter. It was clear to all that the State will not fund the Monroe school 

referendum as it did with Freehold. 

 

Regarding the issue of pursuing impact fees from builders to cover the cost of new 

schools/additions, it was agreed that Senator Greenstein would pursue the question with the new 

administration to determine their position on the matter. 

 

The committee concluded in summary addressing the present inadequacy of the school funding 

centers around these two conditions: 
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1. The State formula which determines funding levels for all NJ school districts and has not 

been fully funded, and needs to receive the funding necessary to serve all the school 

districts. 

 

2. The Monroe Township School District in particular has been looked at as an affluent 

community and therefore one that is not on a priority list for state funding. 
 
Mr. Chiarella further reported that the committee has decided to wait to join in on suing the State 

until the release of state aid next month.  

 

Mr. Russo inquired if a special accommodation was made for a community Indian group to hold a 

party or celebration in a school. Mr. Gorski responded that the event Mr. Russo is referring to met 

the Use of Building Policy, adding that the organization more than paid the appropriate fee for the 

use, and the facilities were left immaculate after their use.    

 

Ms. Arminio suggested that the availability of the Training School for Boys property be discussed 

at the state aid meeting on February 6th.  Mr. Chiarella suggested that the Township be included in 

the meeting as they also could benefit from that property.   

   

PUBLIC FORUM   

 

Andy Paluri 16 Saint James Street – inquired about the security of the forthcoming middle school 

trailers. Mr. Gorski responded that an additional security guard has been budgeted for. Mr. Paluri 

stated that he is disheartened by the amount of time that it is taking for the teachers to get their 

contract.     

 

Prakash Parab 33 Dayna Drive – requested that a notice be place on the website indicating the next 

step after the referendum passes. Mr. Parab also requested that Dr. Alvich look at the system that 

displays homework for parents.    

 

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION 

 

Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Township of Monroe hereby moves to go into 

Closed Session, in accordance with the Sunshine Law, Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 

(N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 through 10:4-21), to discuss the following subject(s): 

 Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying. 

 Personnel Matter 

 Negotiations update 

Following closed session, action may be taken. The discussion conducted in closed session can 

be disclosed to the public at such time as the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Mr. Chiarella that the members of the 

Board of Education go into closed session. Motion carried with Ms. Arminio abstaining.  
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Mr. Braverman dismissed himself from the meeting. 

 

Adjourned to Closed Session at 10:37 p.m. 

Returned to Public Meeting at 11:17 p.m. 

A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Ms. DeMaio that the members of the Board 

of Education approve the following resolution: 

 

It is recommended that the Board of Education: (1) approve the previously submitted Separation 

Agreement and General Release between the Monroe Township Board of Education and employee 

no. 3688; and (2) accept the resignation of employee no. 3688, effective at the close of business 

today, January 24, 2018.  The Board President and the Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

are hereby authorized and directed to take all necessary steps to implement the aforesaid Separation 

Agreement and General Release.  8-0-0-1-1 motion carried with Mr. Russo recusing.  

 

PUBLIC FORUM  - None 

 

NEXT PUBLIC MEETING 
 
Ms. Kolupanowich stated that the next public meeting of the Monroe Township Board of 
Education will convene at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday February 21, 2018. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
A motion was made by Ms. Lang and seconded by Ms. Arminio that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion carried. The public meeting adjourned at 11:19 p.m. 
 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

                                                    
      Michael C. Gorski, CPA 

                                                                        Business Administrator/Board Secretary   
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